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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 13 
by Peter Ellis 


Finally with 1978 came the time tc prepare the long awaited submission to 
be considered by the Land Conservetion Council - some 8 years after the all 
important Whipstick Seminar. 


The events through that 8 years were as you now know quite complex with 
changes in policies and attitudes. By 1976 the Club was divided over whether 
a State Park managed by the Forests Commission (i.e. a revamped Forest Park.- 
with some nominated areas of forest product utilization) or a State Park 
managed by the National Parks Service (i.e. on the same strict principles 

as a National Park) should be scught. A smaller section within the Club were 
quite definite either for or against one or the other. But the majority were 
probably caught somewhere between. In early times there had been an all out 
for a National Park, but initially in 1957 for a four square mile representative 
section; then in the mid 1960's » swing to include all the crown lands, and 
those of Whirrakee in particular. This move went underground or fizzled out 
due to mounting opposition by the eucalyptus distillers, and the dilemma 

of the Club in trying to marry their rights (the distillers) into a modified 
National Fark system. The Whipstick Seminar renewed the thrust for a modified 
National Fark with an adjoining Forest Park(s) as a secondary form to be 
established on the respective State Forest at opposite extremities to the 
Crown Lands; and with the first moves to have private lands protected from 
development and certain key blocks purchased to complete a single viable 
greenblelt. 


The Forest Park option gained momentum then as first priority, because the 
Crown Lands would be "locked" for at least ten years pending the L.C.C. 
inquiry. It was the practical alternative to establish a modified park on 
sound principles and a means (a little later) of campaigning for funds for 
land purchase and the introduction of the Interim Development Order. 


Park could be revived, but there was still the problem of allowing for at 
least some selective Eucalyptus harvesting. Many felt the Forest Park 
adequately fullfilled that role, but a Forest Park was not recognised by the 
L.C.C,. and the nearest would have been a State Park managed by thd Forests 
Commission. However a State Park would probably have the same strict 
management ordnance for the Forests Commission as carried out by the National 
Parks Service, but without the much needed ranger service, and so it goes on. 
A Régional Park would have been more flexible, but would not have the status 
and bilogical recognition the hipstick deserved. 


Although the issue was at times sensitive, it was mainly due to the fact 

that there was not really a type of park under the L.C.C. criteria that would 
meet with the approval across the board of the B.F.N.C. Nevertheless it did 
demonstrate that the B.F.N.C. was one of the few organisetions in which 

people could with ease speak their minds, with often opposite views, and yet 
positively continue to work towards a cause without any ill feeling, respecting 
differing opinions and finally coming up with a sound case which all would 
endorse. The political situation of the various Government Departments - 

Lands, Forests, National Parks, Fisheries etc, did much to at first cloud 

the necessary progress with the L.C.C. submission. 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK — PART 13 continued 


The dilemmas the B.F.N.C. had found itself in since the mid 1960's were 
eventually ironed out and today we have a wonderful Whipstick/Kamarookea State 
Park(s) and associated public lands that would do our founding Club members 
who strived so hard in 1957 ~ proud. 


Later the restructuring of the rival Governement Departments into the single 
composite department of Conservation Forests and Lands alleviated the political 
difficulties that for at least 25 years hampered moves for the conservation 

of the Whipstick, 


Rob Moors, Bill Flentje and myself had the task of drafting the Whipstick 
L.C.C. submission; actually all areas in our region, We believed the L.C.C. 
was in the position with the necessary expertise to make the choice of 
classification of the park with appropriate management selection, and that 

the B.F.N.C. should not be placed in a position where it had to politically 
drew straws. We simply stated the pros and cons of both choices of possible 
park as the respective parties in the Club had debated, saying the L.C.C. was 
in the best position to make the decision, given its expertise and credibility, 
and that the Club would support its final recommendations. 


Perhaps if we could have foreseen the restructuring and introduction of the 
Department of Conservation Forests and Lands we might have made more definite 
or stronger proposals, however I believe our submission was sound given the 
climate of the day, and the result has been most satisfactory to date. 

I have included the B.F.N.C. Whipstick submission forwarded to the L.C.C. 
December 1978 at the end of this article. Given the events of the 20 years 
leading up to that submission, the basis of this series of articles, ~ I'm 
sure you will all appreciate and understand the reasoning behind the 
recommendations that were put forth. A fair bit of it remains sound today. 


Apart from the land purcheses of 1983/84 the Whipstick conservation has run 

a bit quiet following the final L.C.C. recommendations of 1980/81 which 

were approved in principle, with the ultimate setting up of the Whipstick 

and Kamarooka State Parks, and appointment of a Ranger. Until recently much 
devoted work was carried out by regional ranger Geoff Gerdsen who unfortunately 
just resigned his position,as a second ranger was being appointed for the 
Kamarooke section. 


The revieed department of Conservation Forests and Lands saw the retirement 

of Joe Morley who took the helm during the change-over from Forests Commission 
management of the old Forest Park to the introduction of the undeclared 

State Park(s) and Regional Park, and the newer arrival of officers such as 
Max Kitchell and Peter Milne: . In the last couple of years several of us have 
had the pleasure of providing assistance to this new Department and its officers. 
In particular Jack Kellam and Graham Hill who represented the Club all those 
years on the old Forest Park Advisory Committee have been appointed to contiue 
in a similar role with the new State Park(s) Advisory Committee, An enormous 
amount of work was carried out by the old committee and of course we wish the 
new committee all the best in the future. Perhaps Graham and Jack could 
provide a resume of achievements by the old committee for a future article 

in 'Whirrakee', tying in with this series. 


4. 
CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK ~ PART 13 continued 


About two years ago or so I represented the Club on a sub-committee of the 
Loddon/Campaspe Regional Planning Authority. There were several meetings 

and the object was to look at reviewing the I.D.0. as a final step to its 
conversion to a Whipstick Planning Scheme. The meetings did get rather bogged 
down due to unbelievable ignorance and pig-headedness from a couple of 
representatives (councillors) from the Shire of Marong. Eventually the 
Minister for Local Governement, the Hon. Evan Walker had to "lean" on the 
Shire to have it,and its representatives tidy up their act. More of this later. 
The meetings did give me a chance to meet and exchange ideas with co-ordinating 
officer, Evan Jones, and to take him on a tour of the Whipstick to look at 

its planning needs and relevance to areas of significance. Likewise I became 
better acquainted with Cr.Willi Carney of Eaglehawk and pay credit to her 
expert chairmanship under difficult SAT CUNS UEDE SE? and her dedication to the 
conservation of the Whipstick. 


Recently I've had conversation with Simon Banfield of the L.C.R.P.A. and it 
appears planning controls over the Whipstick are progressing. There will be 
changes because various I.D.0. and planning schemes will go by the board to 
be replaced with a broad planning policy for the State, which will be 
administered by the respective shires. In the case of the Whipstick all the 
necessary regulations to be adopted to adequately protect the region will 

be laid down before control is handed back to Marong and Huntly, and they 
will have no alternative but to abide by these. It is to te hoped in the future 
sub-committee meetings and advisory park committee meetings will not have to 
suffer (literally) from interference in progress by Councillor representatives 
who have only a pecuniary interest, a barrow to push or. axe to grind, and no 
interest at all in the fundamental principles of the committee and its 
conseravtion goals. It often seems the case that these people ensure they 

are the ones elected onto such committees. This was certainly the case I 
believe in -the Shire of Marong example above. More Willi Carneys and Ken 
Reads are needed instead, 


The only other issue that comes to mind in this respect is the Whipstick 

fire hazard syndrome, Given the exceptional circumstances of Ash Wednesday 
and a lightning strike, human carelessness or deliberate fire bugging, the 
Whipstick as with any area could go up in flames, the same as a house or 

ear triggered: by an electrical fault. Last century and again in the 1920's 

or 30's there was a big Whipstick fire, but given the frequency of such 
events against many other areas the Whipstick does not have a fire occurrence 
history. Jerry Chellacombe carried out -a survey amongst Whipstick and Kamarooka 
landowners and farmers and found that only one considered the Whipstick to © 
be threatened by fire. The general agreement contrary to this was that it 

did not have a history of fires. The one diffident landowner was paranoid 
“about fires in the Whipstick and Kamarooka Forest and whipped up publicity 
in the local paper during the peak of the heat and dry period of summer, 
Likewise this action was more recently followed up by a Huntly Shire Councillor 
and with suitable lobbying sought from the district C.F.A. 

If ever there was a Whipstick fire hazard it was these people publicising 

the possiblity at the peak of summer and drawing its attention to possible 
fire-bugs. Let me repeat the Whipstick does not have a fire history and the 
Department of C.F, and L. have taken measures to improve fire breaks and 
other protective measures. If fire bugs set the Whipstick alight it will rest 
on the heads of the paranoid fire prevention do-gooders. You will notice I 
have chosen a very set May (August to print) to make this point. 
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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE THE WHIPSTICK - PART 13 continued 


Finally the conservation of the Whipstick is an ongoing project. The Whipstick 
Regional Park and the Kamarooka Reference area have not been formalised and 
there are a1] sorts of issues (such as Western Mining) to keep us busy. 

Maybe in a few years time there will be an L.C.C. re-run of the area, bnd 
don't forget some of the vital central Crown Lands and Forests remain 
uncommitted, 


tie Uy Gs al MY oud ta ae CP eats Ya 


A PREYING VISITOR 
by Marj Muir. 


On the morning of Tuesday 28th June 1988 I was privileged to witness an 
interesting spectacle, Whilst standing in the kitchen, my attention given 
to disconnecting my electric iron, I heard a Noisy Miner's call of distress. 
Looking out the window towards the "food-stump" and water receptacle 

used by our feathered visitors - these only ahout 6 metres away - I saw 

a Brown Goshawk standing over a Noisy Miner partly submerged in the water. 
It's talons firmly grasped the prey. This position was held for about 

four minutes, seemingly to determine that the Miner had definitely expired. 


The Goshawk then "shuffled" out of the water, moving only a few inches 

away, with talons still retaining a firm grip, The dead Miner was positioned 
on it's back. The next procedure was plucking feathers from breast and neck, 
whilst one claw held the wing and the other the tail, After a few minutes 

it changed to the opposite position, Unfortunately the Miner was then 
mostly hidden from my view by grasses, 


The plucking continued for almost 15 minutes, Between each "pluck" “the 
Goshawk cautiously looked from side to side and sometimes aloft. Feathers 
were tossed forward, some about 18 inches distant, and any tiny ones which 
clung to the beak were periodically removed by a talon. During this plucking 
time work suddenly came to a halt whilst a helicopter passed overhead. 

With head turned to one side the hawk-eye was fixed rigidly on the “big-bird" 
until it was out of sight, and only then did the plucking continue. 


After baring the desired area of feathers, the Goshawk began vigorously probing 
with it's beak until the inner flesh was exposed at the top of the breast. 

Then it continued to devour the flesh in that area, About ten minutes 

elapsed before the pace of feasting slowed right down and finally ceased, but 
the Goshawk remained there, still grasping it's prey. Two visiting Magpies 
kept their distance with due respect. Just a couple of minutes leter the 
Goshawk rose from the ground, prey in talons, and flew off into the branches 
of a box~tree near the road, 


Thus nature has it's way! 
RRR REX HX 
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A VISIT TO WHITES HILL 
by Tom Patullo 


Remembering a previous visit to this area, and with a "point to prove", 
on Saturday 2nd July, we hopped in the ear and headed out along Mandurang 
Road. 7 


The sun was shining, and as usual, when we have a sunny day in winter, in - 
Bendigo, climate-wise we have a day that is hard to beat. The reason for 

this outing, which was by way of a re-visit, was the memory of an observation. 
I had made, on a previous trip, some twenty years ago. 


I have established the approximate date of the first excursion by looking up 
an article which appeared in the "Bendigo Naturalist" relating to "Nephila" 
the Golden Web Spider, which appeared in Vol.2,No.3, of May 1969 (a good 
reason why all our Club excursions should be written up for permanent 
recording ), and recalling that the particular spider was plentiful in our 
area, about the time that I lead an excursion to Whites Hill, to study 
orchids, when the most interesting segment of the day turned out to be the 
observation and discussion of the Golden Web Spider. We encountered this 
spider many times during the afternoon, 


However, I stated that the reason for the present outing was to "prove a point", 
and the point in question concerned the Terestrial orchid Acianthus exsertus. 
In the last report on the Botany Group meeting, "An Evening with the Botanists" 
I stated that there appeared to be two forms of this orchid in our area, 

This statement arose from personal observations made by myself, during over 
twenty years of orchid hunting. 


Perhaps I was presumptuous in designeting them "Red" form and "Green" form. 
This came from an issue of tubers obtained from the Tuber Bank of the Melbourne 
Orchid Society, which were labelled "Green" form. As this cultivated orchid 
grew and flowered in the shadehouse, it developed characteristics exactly 

the same as the form I had seen growing on Whites Hill, The distinctive 
features are:- 


. Green Form Red Form 
Flowers Up to 16 - mainly Green 2 to 6 Reddish-brown 
Height 6.5 inches Up to 3 inches mostly less 
Basal Leaf large, 1.75 inches long Smaller, almost round clinging 


1.25 inches wide. Pointed close to the ground 
heart shaped, rises free 

from ground, 1 inch, 

Red underneath Red Underneath 


In shape and form the flowers of both are identical. 

So hoping to compare the cultivated plant with the form growing at Whites Hill, 
I set out to "prove a point", I discovered a large colony, just as I had 

seen them twenty years ago, but still very juvenile, so I will have to 

return at a later date when they are in flower. Point not yet proved, 


While we were in the area, we east around a little for other interesting 
botanical specimens and found plenty. Our recent bountiful rains, and 
comparitively mild Autumn and Winter, so far, have proved beneficial for 
our native flora. 


A VISIT TO WHITES HILL continued 


Two rather rare specimens were about in aamiyena, Hybanthus fale Gnniey the 
Shrub Violet was plentiful.and in. full flower, Persoonia rigida, Geebung,- 
several mature bushes, and a number of young plants thriving. 


There were orchid basal leaves everywhere, varieties recognised (at this stage) 
were Pterostylis nutans, Pt.nana, Pt.revoluta, Pt.parviflora, Glossodia major, 
a number of Thelymitras, and of course the orchid 1 came to see, Acianthus 
exsertus, both forms. PPE 


With some time to spare, on that short winter afternoon, we dropped in to 
say "Hello" to Glenise and Rob Moors, on our way round to check on a patch 
of Helmet Orchids, Corybus diamenicus we knew of in the water reserve at 
South Mandurang. On arriving at the area we caee to a locked gate, on which 
there was a nasty notice which said, "Tresspassers Prosecuted". I hope trail 
bike riders, and cloven hooved eramine animals can also read. 


We still had time for a quick look around the Prickly Waxflower, Eriostemon 
pungens area in Piccanniny Road, and we were well rewarded. We discovered — 
basal leaves of Pterostylis plumosa, the Bearded Greenhood. These had been 
reported earlier by Reg. Smart, but this was the first time I had seen then. 
There were many Shrub Violet bushes in full flower, the Pale BCtES Pea, was . 
plentiful, and many orchid basal leaves were apparent, 


We had had a pleasant and interesting afternoon, one well eee of a belt ay 
Club excursion, especially for the less experienced members, with plenty of “™" 
opportunities to see and learn about our local flora which abounds, almost 

at our doorsteps. 
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A VISIT TO WHITES HILL 


P.S. 

On the sunny sunday afternonn following the above visit I again ran out to 
Whites Hill, this time taking along with me the keen eyed Rod and Jan Orr, 
with the result that we found Pterostylis plumosa, the Bearded Greenhood 
basal leaves there, a first reported locality for this orchid. 


We thoroughly explored the patch of Ageanthus exeertus, the Gnat Orchid and’ 
found it to be the largest colony of this orchid that I know of. On our way 
back to the cers we found an immense colony of If Pterostylis longifolia, the 
Tall Greenhood, also the largest colony I had ever seen of this orchid. 

It was at Revesys twenty yards long and almost as wide, although, perhaps 
eighty per cent were juvenile plants, and will probably not flower this year, 
it shows great promise, given favourable conditions, elimate-wise for next 
years flowering. 


Later at the.Piccaninny Road area, although my wife and I, on the previous . 
visit had found only three basal leaves of Pterostylis plumosa the keen young . 
eyes of “my companions of this outing scon boosted the tally to imenty or 
more, A very successful aicerncon of Orchid Hunting, 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION —~ DECEMBER 1987 
EL LD A ae tat nse en coor som 
LITTLE GREBE -. AUSTRALIAN GREBE - TACHYBAPTUS NOVAEHOLLANDIAE 


APPEARANCE: Length 23 to 25 ems, Male birds are slightly larger, but other- 
wise the plumage of males and females is similar. The general plumage is grey 
to dark grey above, with fine streaks of white and black, and underneath the 
plumage is whitish, A prominent oval yellow patch slopes forward and downwards 
from in front of the eye to the base 6f the bill, The eye has also a yellow 
iris. A red patch occurs at the side of the head and neck from behind the eye 
and round the curve of the head and neck, Remainder of the head is black, and 
and bill is black except for a white tip. Juveniles having recently left the 
nest look rather comical with splashes of red on the crown of the head, 

above each eye, and round the top of the bill. The remainder of the dark 
plumage is prominently striped with white. Non-breeding plumage duller, and 
coloured patches become whitish. 


CALLS: The main call is a rather quiet short titter. Otherwise a single 
sharp "tick" is occasionally heard while a family party is swimming and feeding. 


HABITAT: They oceur on fresh, still, waters, such as lakes, swamps and even 
small dams where suitable vegetation to pravide insects and aquatic plants 
for food exists. 


FOOD: Consists of insects and aquatic plants. They also eat their feathers, 
anc feed them to their young, apparently to aid in digestion and regurgitation 
of unwanted parts of food, 


BREEDING: Usually occurs in Spring or Summer, and sometimes into Autumn, 
They prefer a small extent of water for nesting, but sometimes several pairs 
may nest on the same area of water. The nest consists of aquatie vegetation, 
built into a floating low mound on the water, and either anchored to reeds, 
or submerged stumps or logs. Four to six pale blue eggs are laid, but they 
soon become stained a brown colour, The incubation period is about 21 days. . 
The young apparently leave the nest scon after hatching, and follow the  ~ 
parents on the water. When danger threatens, they are able to climb on the . 
back of the parent birds and be hidden by the wings of the adults. There can 
be more than one brood in a suitable season, 


GENERAL: In common with other Grebes, the Australian or Little Grebe spends 
much time Giving under water and can swim considerable distances while 
submerged, 
Bird literature, as far as I am aware, fails to note the appearance of red 
colour on the heads of the baby grebes, that is red above the base of the bill 
red eyebrows, and red stripes on the crown, 

The babies, only a few hours old are fed with short plant shoots obtained 

by the adults by diving under the water. Sometimes the babies are carried. 
under the water on the back of the adult, when diving, and are able to stay 
under the water for relatively long periods, Occasionally an adult has been 
seen to almost stand up in the water, and shake itself, and the babies are 
dislodged into the water, and they promptly swim across to the other adult 
and climb on its back, 

A common insect used for food is the mud-eye. F 

The birds don't very often walk on the land, and when they do, they appear 

to be not well adapted for walking. They are able to fly well, and if the dam 
or lake they have been living on should dry up, they will fly, usually . et 
night, to find another suitable extent of water. 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION continued 


Birds have been observed on the nest to place themselves in the best position 
to absorb warmth from the sun. The male bird has been seen to actively defend 
its territory against visiting male Australian Grebes. Both” male and female 
attend to the nest and assist in incubation, but the nest is often left 
unattended for long periods during warm days. When unattended, the eggs ‘are. 
usually covered with plant mterial. Observations indicate that the birds ~~ ~ 
are able to assess the warmth of the eggs and arrange the cover of the 
vegetable matter on the eggs accordingly. ae 


— 


compiled by. Bill Flentje. 
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VICTORIAN NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP WEEKEND- ADEKATE FELLOWSHIP CENTRE 
3rd, 4th, 5th June 1988 


A large gathering of members arrived late Friday afternoon and by tea time 
we had a good roll up for the first night, more members arrived carly 
Saturday morning, Members from Castlemaine and Maryborough Field Naturalist 
Clubs joined in over the weekend and were most welcome. 


Friday night activities: Members slides were shown and discussed and then 
slides of fungi,with natural light using réflectors, by Reg Smart, followed by 
slides from previous campout at Koolamurt,. 


All up bright and early Saturday morning and as the weather was overcast 
and threatening rain, practical work in the field was voted for all day - 
photographing fungi. With the help of Gary Cheers and myself, we all set 
about the task of finding and photographing, it was quite an eye opener to 
see all the equipment in action, We all had a good day, rain holding off 
until 5 p.m. 

Fungi species found were: 


Boleius Calacera Amanita Armillaria 
Omphalina Panellus Agaricus Cortinarius 
Mycena Crepidotus Favolaschia Galerina 
Hypholoma Marasmius Paxillus Ramaria 
Tremella Trametes Steriun Russula 
PisoLithus Podoeypha Discanella 


and others. 


Saturday night activities: Slides and prints were presented for discussion, 
Photographing fungi with fill-in and multiple flash by Gary Cheers and a 
discussion on places of natural history worth visiting was held. Finishing ~ 
the evening with a showing of slides by Martin Vloedmans titled "My Kind of 
Photography". 


Rain all Saturday night and Sunday restricted outside activities, so members 
enjoyed a viewing of Mini Photoflora 1980 on Sunday morning. 

Plans for other weekends and the future of the group was discussed, 

Lunch was had and after cleaning up camp we departed for home around 2 p.m. 
4 most enjoyable weekend was had by all. 


Reg, Smart. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 
From the B.0.G, meeting of 1/7/88. 


Observations 


Bush Thick-lmee, 2, Toolleen, 17/1/88 
Pink Robin, 1, Spring Gully Reservoir, 6/6/88 
Flame Robin, 1, Eaglehawk, 21/6/88 
Brown Goshawk, 1, Maiden Gully, 28/6/88 
Fiumed Wht stl ing Duck, 31, Rochester Sewerage Farm, 16/4/88 
: ZAG), U. 2/5/88 
crinson Rosella, 5, Sedgwick, AUIS 
ui 1, Strathdale, 25/6/88 
idea Egret, 4, Kamarooka, 19/6/88 
Royal Spoonbill, 1, " 
Pelican, 6; U iL 
Regent Honeyeater, 1, Marong, 27/6/88 
Blue-faced Honeyeater, 15-20, Bendigo, 29/5/88 
Buff-rumped Thornbill, 6, Kamarcoka State Park, 1/5/88 
Masked Lapwing, 2, nesting, Epsom, 6/6/88 
Musk Duck, 1 male, displaying, Kennington Reservoir, 22/6/88 - 3/7/88 
Australian Magpie, 2, nesting, Bendigo, 12/6/88 
Darter, 3, Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 12/6/88 


Lists submitted 


Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 12/6/88 
Tang Tang, 18/6/88 

Lake Stewart, 18/6/88 © 

Barker's Creek Reservoir, 12/6/°@° 
Lake Weeroona, June 1988 

Whingee Swamp, 19/6/88 

Marong, 27/6/88 - 1/7/88 

One Tree Hill, 25/6/88 

Big Hill, 20/6/88 

Sedgwick, 19/6/88 


Notes 


The heavy rains that have flooded much of western Victoria have attracted 

many water birds, It was in a flooded paddock that the Pelicans, Royal Spoonbill 
and Cattle Egret were recorded. In the same field was a host of other birds: 
Yellow-billed Spoonbills, White-faced Herons, Sacred Ibis and Straw-necked Ibis. 
The Darters were seen penchedr on eae trees on an island in pond 6 at the 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm. 


The Buff-rumped Thornbills at faahocke State Park are our first record from 
this locality. Buffies suffered badly during the drought of 1982, but they 
seem at last to be making a come~back, 


We have few records of Bush Thick-knees on our files. This bird appears to 
be in decline in Victoria, so any sighting is welcome, especially when a 
record card is subsequently filled out. Pink Robins are similarly rarely 
recorded in the district. Most of our records, including the present one, are 
of females, They can be identified by their buff wing bars and the absence 

of white in their tails. 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS continued 


>t 
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Our second Regent Honeyeater for Shey was recorded..from-Marong. 


Unfortunately, two Regent Honeyeaters do not a recovery make, Even in its 
recently restricted strongholds in N.S.W. this bird seems to be struggling to 
survive. Regent Honeyeaters are being colour banded in northern, Victoria and 
southérn' N.S) “Anyone seeing a Regent Honeyeater should look’ for bands, and 
record arly colouns séen. Sightings should then be reported’ to ‘Peter’ Mankhor st 


at the: ‘Rylah, Institute, 123 Brown St., Heidelberg 3084, 
Nesting 9 ‘ponie” ‘birds appears to be starting early this years: 


nested successfully at the Reservoir last year. 
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EXCURSION REPORT 


On Sunday July 17th, 35 members of the Club, including some of afro Junior’: ; 
members went to the Dharnya Aboriginal Centre, in the Barmah Forester, muses fay - , 
When we arrived the aboriginal ranger who belonss ‘to the Yorta. Norta Gite See 
talked to us about their customs and laws, also about the native jfoods, favors} 


yep gee ft 


A pair: of White 
backed Melepies have been nest-building in Patrick Street. These: birds have . 
lived in the locality for many years, and they usually nest,;in; June-July, . and 
again in December. A piece of copper wire left out on the front lavn for the 
Magpies was accepted and incorporated into the nest. At the Rep ional Nerney 
Laboratory, Epsom, a pair of Masked Lapwings were observed’ Péhovating: last: 
year's nest site, indicating that they may be prep ACois eos 
male Musk Duck has been treating passing joggers and pedestrians,“ “but alas no: 
female Musk Duck, to its elaborate wing-splashing, tail 
display on Kennington Reservoir. As a fairly deaf obser 
from the Strath, Village, above the noise from Strath. Road; “the duck, ‘must’ 
stand some chance of being heard by any passing female Musk, Duck. Musk Ducks 


aring to ‘nest soon. 


flicking, | whistling 
ver” could hear” the call” 


lot of which have disappeared. Clothing of his tribe was kangaroo skin, > 
His tribe was not allowed to eat or use possum, it was sacredto. them, 9: 


He played the didgeridoo for us. After lunch we went for a Long wali trough 
Ste } aan 


the red eum forest. The Ranger guided us and explained z things 


We saw the, following birds: - 
Pelican...» j.. Little Black Cormorant 
Pacific, Black. Duck Whistling. Kite 


Long-billed,Corella Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 


Welcome Swallows | Flame Robin 
Scarlet. Robin... Red-capped Robin 
Restless, ini yantoner Grey Fantail 

. Superb Fatry,irens. Weebill... nae 
Striated Thornbill Waried Sitella 
Brown EGER? Mhite-plumed Honeyeater 
Diamond Firétail ° Usistralian Magpie-Lark 
Australian Magpie ° ‘Australian Raven ret 
Yellow Rosell vod! se: 


"Kookaburra... 
ieee, eae 


ae 


Grey, Shrike, ae ef 2 


- Willie; Wagtadl 
 YelLow—-rumped.. Thornbill EX: 
White-throated Tree-creeper™ 
Striated Pardalote j 
“White-winged Choueh es 
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The birds of ‘the Adelaide petonts hich vane from St Vincent's Gulf GSS - : 
wards across the Mt Lofty Ranges to: the. Murray, south to the Fleurieu, Rater, . 
and north to. the head of the gulf, make-an:interesting comparison. with. the. 3st 
birds of the Bendigo district: Both regions encompass thersame forest types, .{+ i 
ranging from mallee to dry selerophyll: both regions enjoy similar temperature _. 
regimes and similar rainfall patterns and variability. As-one might expect, ket it 
the majority of bush birds (85%) occur in both areas. However, there. are some, 

differences worth noting. 


A number” of birds. “that are common in Bendigo are rare or absent in Adelaide 
and envifons.. The. Blue-faced,, Yellow-tufted and Fuscous Honeyeaters (distribution : 
maps in bird books to.,the- contrary). do not extend as far west as Adelaide, Gaay 
nor does_ the Yellow. Robina: ‘The; Australian Raven and. the Olive-backed - Oriole . ‘ 
are both very. rare birds: “near. Adelaide. Similarly, some;migrants and/or . wan't 
vagrants that. visit; Bensigy: more or.less zeeureriy. e, +B: Swift Parrot, Painted 


1977 must be the most famous bird since Daffy Duck. Birdohs still talk about it. . 


On the other hand, Adelaide has some birds not found here. The Adelaide Rosella 
is one, This hybrid between the Crimson Rosella eni Yellow Rosellas is common 

and widely distributed. The Crimson Rosélla is found only in the south-east 
corner of the state and on Kangaroo Island, a naturalist's paradise south of 
Adelaide, Like the beautiful, noisy Rainbow Lorikeets, the Adelaide Rosella 

is a pest to orchardists and an ornament in suburban backyards. The Little Raven 
replaces the Australian as the common corvid. The commonest bird ts the New 
Holland Honeyeater. Other very common honeyeaters are the White-pluméd, among 

the red gums on the Adelaide Plains, and the Eastern Spinebill, ' ‘Crescent, Yellow-" 
faced and White-naped Honeyeaters (the last two aré winter migrants ) in ‘the 
sclerophyll forests preserved in the many small conservation parks in the Mt 
Lofty Ranges. The Spinebill has been shown from retraps of banded birds Bo move’ 
north in the Ranges for winter and south for SUMMer . 


Birding in these conservat:-n ene differs from pirding. an the seleropngils 
forests around Bendigo, as the understorey in the Mt Lofties is much Tease 
Banksia marginata forms dense stands beloved of Little Wattlebirds, and the Flame 
Heath i eaaeT conostephioides. covers hectares of open box-stringybark forest 
with a prickly chest-high un lerstorey. Fach.is an important nectar source for 
honeyeaters, the Banksias. flowering in late summer and” early autum, and the ~ 
Flame Heath being festooned with thousands of red tubular flowers from late © 
autumn to spring. These plants in particular are ‘boons ‘to the bird bander , who © 
likes birds to keep below about 2.5 metres off the ground, Hedge Wattle hoagie 

adoxa (Prickly Acacia in S.A.) and Golden Wattle he SEE also grow 
ai ‘and attract small birds. 


Because of the Beene of: the forest, pings) which 3 in: our . district rend to 
spend their days in the canopies of tall ironbarks and boxes are encountered. |. 
much closer to the ground in the Mt Lofties. Striated and other Thornbills, .-:°- 
Weebills, Crescent, White-naped and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters are banded in 
thousands by the TEEIES ss number of enthusiastic banders who work the forests. 


BENDIGO _ FIELD sD NATURALISTS ¢ CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0.Box 396, Bete 3550. 


OFFICE BEARERS FC FOR 1987-88 


PRESIDENT Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick.. 39.6254 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D.Raywood . 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Bruce Wallace 20 Pearce St., Eaglehawk * 46 7325 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd., R.S.D.Sedgwick. 39 6254 
TREASURER Helene Boon Famarooka; R.S.D.,Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS Jom Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
ORGANISER Aanines 

LIBRARIAN... .- Jane Cleary . 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
WHIRRAKEE | ‘CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. ' 42° 4016 


Membership of ‘the Benties Field Natural ists Club is open to. all those interested 
in natural history. The membership snbecnsntice rates are: Single $13.00, 
Family $17.00, Pensioner and Children $8.00. Whirrakee subscription only $13.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7.30 p.m, and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions. ‘The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full-day excursions norially commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2,00 p.m, and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co~ineiding with Tone weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five. suh-roups: 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GE GROUP meets on the first reiaay of the month at the 
‘Agriculture Department, “Epscm, at 7.30 p.m. 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7,30 p. siege yy 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. : 
Convenor: Graham Hill ( 42 4016). 


The CONSERVATION CROUP meets on an "as reguired!! tiaedes As far as practicable, - 
meetings details will he advertises in the "Whirrakee!" Diary, 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo (43 7673). 


The MAMMAL SURVEY. GROUP meets on the third Thursday of ‘the month, at 7,30 p.m. 
im members homes as announeed in the monthly Diary Pics 
President: Ian Fenselau, Buckland Street, White Hills 48 4384 0.00... . 
Secretary: BillHolsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43. 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the first Sunday in:the month, — 
from 2.00 p.m, to 5,00 P.M, at vhe Education Department. Special-Services... .... 
Complex, Havlin St. East, Bendigo. Group activities are open to the 8-18 years 
age group, together with: their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 
by parents, (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills, (48 4396) 

Jan Fenselav, Buckland St., White HIlls (48 4384) 
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BEMOTGO 
MEETINGS 
Wed, Aug.10 Speakers: Ern and Grace Albins 
Subject: North Queensland 
Wed .Sept.14 ANNUAL MEETING - President's Address 
Wed .Cet.12 Speaker: Keith Twyford 
Subject: Errinundra Plateau 
Wed .Nov.9 Speaker: Dr.Tom Burton 
Subject: Frogs 
EXCURSIONS 
Sun.Aug.14 Planted and remnant vegetation of the Loddon Plains, with a 
Whole Day visit to the Twigg property at Bears Lagoon and several 
locations with interesting remnant vegetation, 
Leaders: Club members Tony Ford and Alf Howe who live in the 
area, Full details Page 16 of July "Whirrakee”. 
Sun. Sept .18 Acacias and other interesting plants. 
Half Day Location: Mr and Mrs Tom Patullo's garden, Olympic Parade, 
Maiden Gully. Proceed to Maiden Gully via Calder Highway. 
Turn left up Olympic Parade and proceed 0.5 kn, turning right 
up a steep drivdway, enshrouded by many wattle trees, 
Time: 2.00 p.m. onwards, Please bring chair and afternoon tea. 
Sat. Sept. 24- Campout in Big Desert near Lake Hindmarsh with Mid-Murray F.N.C. 
Sun.O0ct.1 Full details of location available later. 
Sun.Oct.16 Wellsford Forest. Leader: Greg. Fraser. 
Whole Day 
Sun ,Oet, 30 Emu Creek Arboretum, owned by Mr.Geoff Gibson (our speaker 
Half Day at the May meeting). 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Sept. 2 Annual Meeting and Election of Office Bearers. 
Discussion on Blue-faced Honeyeater, Noisy Miner and 
Grey Butcherbird. 
Bird of the Night: Wedge-tailed Eagle, 


BOTANY GROUP 
Thurs ,Aug.25 7.30 psm. at J.Kellam's home, 7 Patrick St., Bendigo. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 
Thurs, Aug.18 7,30 pam. at Graham Hill's home 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 

Sun.Sept.4 Acacias, Many of our local wattles will be flowering at this 
time, Leader: John Lindner. 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wed Aug .17 $,.00 p.m. at E.Leamon's home, 14 Dresohler St., Bendigo. 


- ate 


